
Psalm 98:4  Make a joyful noise unto the Lord!  
It seems like the past 2 months have been a whirlwind of celebrations here! 

March got off to a fast start when my team and I held our monthly meeting at a nearby river on 
March 1.  We made sure to get all of our important business out of the way first then we took some 
time to enjoy each other’s company and the beautiful scenery.  We cooked & ate a delicious lunch, 
went swimming, and of course, took some fun 
pictures!   

The following week, on March 8, was 
International Women’s Day, which is a 
national holiday in Cambodia.  My team and I 
used our day off from work to go to a 
waterfall about 2 hours away.  My country 
coordinators Matt and Jen were in Phnom 
Kravanh to for our second site visit so they 
were able to come with us.  Once we got 
there, we cooked lunch and reminded 
ourselves of the importance of Women’s Day.  
My coworkers have shared with me that 
domestic abuse (emotional, physical, verbal, and 
sexual) is quite prevalent in Cambodia and that women are constantly working: taking care of the 
kids & the house, tending to vegetable crops & chickens, and sometimes taking care of the family 
store or restaurant too.  Men certainly have to work hard too but there are just so many burdens that 

are placed on women’s shoulders.  I’m grateful 
that I have gotten to learn from so many truly 
incredible women this year and their strength, 
compassion, and dedication inspire me every day.   

To celebrate Women’s Day and explain its 
importance, LWD supported 3 Women’s Day 
events in the communes, which I got to attend.  
My coworkers and I also attended a Women’s Day 
event for NGOs in Pursat (the capital of Pursat 
province), where the province governor spoke 
about the importance of respecting women.  
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Letters from Cambodia 
“this is the way, walk in it” 

Having fun together on International Women’s Day!

At a Women’s Day Event at a local pagoda in Phnom 
Kravanh District



Later in March, I traveled with the other YAGM 
and our country coordinators to Kep and 
Kampot for our Spring Retreat.  It was so 
wonderful to all be together again!  We eagerly 
shared about daily life at our sites (our joys, 
challenges, and everything in between) and 
had discussions about agency and sustainable 
development.  We also hiked through Kep 
National Park, climbed the Magic Tree, traveled 
to Rabbit Island, played cards, and just enjoyed 
the ocean together!  It was a wonderful week 
and I headed back to my site ready to take on 
the final 3 months of my year in Cambodia. 

March was a busy month but April didn’t slow 
down at all!  At the beginning of the month, I got 
to work in Phnom Penh with my supervisor, 
Rachna, while she attended management 
meetings.  I kept busy editing & doing research 
but I always enjoy learning more about her work 
as a woman in a leadership position.  On April 9, 
I attended my fourth Cambodian wedding!  In 
Cambodia, it’s pretty common to get your hair 
and makeup done at a salon for weddings so 
Rachel, Ashley, and I went to have ours done 

with Rachna!  All of the YAGM working with 
LWD were invited and most of our coworkers 
were there too.  We had such a fantastic time 
eating, dancing, and laughing together! 

From April 14-16, all of Cambodia celebrated 
Khmer New Year (in Khmer: Choul Chnam 
Tmey).  This is a special time for many 
Cambodians as they visit their family and friends 
to pay their respects to older relatives, play 
games, eat delicious food, dance, sing, and enjoy 
time together.  My team at LWD held a party at 
the office the week before.  In the afternoon, we 
decorated with balloons, paper cranes, and lights and once the work day was finished, we started the 
party!  Everyone competed in Khmer traditional games, which was so fun!  I won musical chairs and 
Sokun and I won the water balloon toss together.  After the games, we ate a special dinner and a few 
of my coworkers sang karaoke.  They tried to get me to sing with them but I told them I’m much 
better at dancing! 
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Rachna & I always have fun together - even during 
meetings in Phnom Penh!

#YAGMCamFam on the boat to Rabbit Island

me, Rachel, and Ashley with a few of our friends 
from LWD at our coworker’s daughter’s wedding



I was lucky enough to be invited to spend the 
holiday with my supervisor Rachna and her friend 
Thailin.  I had such a wonderful time with them 
and got to experience so many new things!  I 
went to the pagoda, swam in the Mekong River, 
played games, and rode moto for a total of about 
8 hours (ouch!)!  I even got to go to Rachna’s 
home church with her and her family, which was 
so special.  I am so thankful that they invited me 
to join them for such an exciting holiday!   

Much like the Christmas season in the US, schools 
in Cambodia have a 2-3 week break for Khmer 
New Year.  Once the break ended and I finally got 
back to my placement, I was so happy to see and 
teach with my students again.  In between all of 
these major events, I also managed to go fishing 
with my coworkers Sokun and Longheng, go on 
lots of bike rides with my friend Jasmine (a Peace 
Corps Volunteer in Phnom Kravanh), and attend a 
Bon Phum (in Khmer: Village Festival)! 

Part of my role this year is to bear witness to the 
injustices that far too many Cambodians face.  
But another part of my year is also to live, 
breathe, and share in the joy of Christ.  I am 
thankful to be surrounded by wonderful friends 
and coworkers who make being joyful so easy.  
As I enter my final 2 months as a YAGM, I look 
forward to many more joyful moments here and 
sharing these moments with you, my sending 
community, when I return.
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PRAYERS & THANKSGIVING 
Prayers for: - the new YAGM (2017-2018), and the Country Coordinators who will accompany them, 
   as they have recently accepted God’s call to be a servant around the world 

  - women struggling against violence, oppression, discrimination in Cambodia, the USA, 
   and all around the world 

Thanks to: - Rachna and Thailin, for inviting me to join them and their families for Khmer New Year 
   and being such wonderful mentors and friends

My team and I at our office Khmer New Year party

Sunday morning at Rachna’s home church

me, Thailin, Rachna, and her husband Samnang at 
Rachna’s home in Prey Veng Province


